
I n  2 0 1 1 ,  I n d i a  c o u n t e d  2 . 6 8  c r o r e  p e r s o n s  w i t h
d i s a b i l i t i e s .
G l o b a l  e s t i m a t e s  s u g g e s t  t h e  a c t u a l  n u m b e r  m a y  b e  s e v e n
t i m e s  h i g h e r .
T h e  2 0 2 7  C e n s u s  i s  o u r  c h a n c e  t o  c l o s e  t h i s  g a p .

CENSUS 2027: COUNTING
DISABILITY, BUILDING
INCLUSION

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 5



C E N S U S  I N  I N D I A  –  A  B R I E F

H I S T O R Y

C E N S U S  I N  I N D I A  –  A  B R I E F
H I S T O R Y

I n d i a  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n
c e n s u s  f o r  o v e r  1 4 0  y e a r s ,  m a k i n g  i t  o n e  o f  t h e
l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  c o m p l e x  c o u n t i n g  e x e r c i s e s  i n
t h e  w o r l d .

D i s a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  C e n s u s :  A  J o u r n e y  o f  V i s i b i l i t y

D i s a b i l i t y  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  e x c l u d e d  o r
i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  c e n s u s  c o u n t s :

T h e  c e n s u s  i s  h o w  t h e  S t a t e  ‘ s e e s ’  i t s  p e o p l e .
B e i n g  c o u n t e d  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d  c l a i m i n g
r i g h t s  a s  c i t i z e n s .

1872-1931: 4 kinds of disabilities
were counted by the British

Colonial government 1941–1971: Disability not counted
- persons with disabilities were

statistically invisible.

1981: First recognition, linked to
the International Year of Disabled

Persons.
1991: Disability questions

dropped again.

2001: Reintroduced disabilities
question for 5 categories.  2011: Eight categories of disability

were counted, which returned
2.2% of the total population.

2027: All 21 disabilities under the
RPwD Act 2016 are expected to be

included



C e n s u s  2 0 2 7  w i l l  b e  I n d i a ’ s  1 6 t h  p o p u l a t i o n
c o u n t ,  c o v e r i n g  o v e r  2 5  c r o r e  h o u s e h o l d s .  I t  w i l l
b e  d i g i t a l - f i r s t ,  b u t  p a p e r  f o r m s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  u s e d
w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l e t e  c o v e r a g e .

K e y  T i m e l i n e :

● 1 6 t h  J u n e  2 0 2 5  –  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C e n s u s
n o t i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  G a z e t t e  o f  I n d i a
● S e p - O c t  2 0 2 5 -  P r e  T e s t  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  C e n s u s
● A p r i l  2 0 2 6 -  P r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o u s e - l i s t i n g
b e g i n s
● F e b  2 0 2 7  –  M a i n  p o p u l a t i o n  e n u m e r a t i o n  p h a s e
● P o s t  1 s t  M a r c h  2 0 2 7  –  D a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n  a n d
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  r e s u l t s

W h o  i s  I n v o l v e d :

● R e g i s t r a r  G e n e r a l  &  C e n s u s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f
I n d i a :  N a t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n
● S t a t e  C e n s u s  D i r e c t o r a t e s :  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
a c r o s s  s t a t e s
● D i s t r i c t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s :  F i e l d  m a n a g e m e n t
● D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E m p o w e r m e n t  o f  P e r s o n s  w i t h
D i s a b i l i t i e s  ( D E P w D ) :  T e c h n i c a l  g u i d a n c e  a n d
t r a i n i n g
● C o m m u n i t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n s / D P O s :  B r i d g i n g
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  t r u s t  g a p s

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  C E N S U S  2 0 2 7U N D E R S T A N D I N G  C E N S U S  2 0 2 7



F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  C e n s u s  2 0 2 7  w i l l  f u l l y  r e f l e c t
t h e  2 1  d i s a b i l i t i e s  r e c o g n i z e d  u n d e r  t h e  R i g h t s  o f
P e r s o n s  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s  A c t  ( 2 0 1 6 ) .  
T h i s  m a r k s  a  s h i f t  f r o m  t h e  2 0 1 1  C e n s u s ,  w h i c h
c o u n t e d  o n l y  e i g h t  b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  u s e d
l i m i t e d  q u e s t i o n s  l i k e  " I s  t h e  p e r s o n  p h y s i c a l l y  o r
m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d ?  Y e s / N o . "

S t e p s  t o  I m p r o v e  A c c u r a c y  i n  2 0 2 7 :

● S i g n  l a n g u a g e  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  e n u m e r a t i o n  f o r
p e r s o n s  w i t h  h e a r i n g  o r  s p e e c h  d i s a b i l i t i e s
● C o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  e n u m e r a t o r s  t o
c o n d u c t  i n t e r v i e w s  r e s p e c t f u l l y  a n d  i d e n t i f y  l e s s
v i s i b l e  d i s a b i l i t i e s
● U s e  o f  I n d i a n  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  m a t e r i a l s ,  B r a i l l e
r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  s c r e e n - r e a d e r  f r i e n d l y  c o n t e n t
● C o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h  t o  r e d u c e  s t i g m a  a n d
e n c o u r a g e  s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n
C o u n t i n g  e v e r y  d i s a b i l i t y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d
i n c l u s i o n

C O U N T I N G  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N  2 0 2 7C O U N T I N G  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N  2 0 2 7

N e a r l y  3  m i l l i o n  e n u m e r a t o r s
w i l l  b e  t r a i n e d  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e
2 0 2 7  C e n s u s ,  i n c l u d i n g
m o d u l e s  o n  d i s a b i l i t y
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  i n c l u s i v e
p r a c t i c e s .



C e n s u s  d a t a  s h a p e s  p o l i c i e s ,  b u d g e t s ,  a n d
e v e r y d a y  s e r v i c e s .  W h e n  d i s a b i l i t y  d a t a  i s
i n c o m p l e t e ,  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  r i s k  b e i n g
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n n i n g .

W h y  A c c u r a t e  D a t a  i s  i m p o r t a n t  

W H Y  D I S A B I L I T Y  D A T A  M A T T E R SW H Y  D I S A B I L I T Y  D A T A  M A T T E R S

1. Budget Allocation
 In Union Budget 2025, allocations
for disability were just 0.025% of

total spending.
Without accurate data, funding

remains inadequate for disability
schemes and for the Union and

State departments for Person with
Disabilities.

2. Policy Design
Census data enables evidence-

based planning in education,
employment, healthcare, and

accessibility.

3. Integration into
Schemes

Social welfare programs rely on
census data to identify target

groups. If disability is
undercounted, millions may be

excluded from essential
benefits.

4. Increased political
power

Accurate Census data helps reveal
the true size and diversity of

India’s disability community. When
persons with disabilities are

correctly counted, their collective
voice gains strength in shaping

policies, demanding
representation, and influencing

leadership at every level.



PwD representation in total 
population

Percentage of PwDs

Percentage of Non PwDs

Percentage of Non PwDs
97.8%

Percentage of PwDs
2.2%

Census of India 2011

D i s a b i l i t y  i n  I n d i a  r e v e a l s
m a r k e d  d i s p a r i t i e s — b y  g e n d e r ,
g e o g r a p h y ,  a n d  a c c e s s —
u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
a c c u r a t e  c o u n t i n g  i n  p r o m o t i n g
i n c l u s i o n .

U N E V E N  G E N D E R

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  I N  D I S A B I L I T Y

D A T A  I N  C E N S U S

U N E V E N  G E N D E R
R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  I N  D I S A B I L I T Y
D A T A  I N  C E N S U S

1  i n  e v e r y  4 5  I n d i a n s
l i v e s  w i t h  a  d i s a b i l i t y .

G e n d e r  d i s p a r i t y

56.5%‌ 43.5%‌

W h i l e  I n d i a ’ s  2 0 1 1  C e n s u s
r e p o r t s  o n l y  2 . 0 1 %  o f  w o m e n
a s  h a v i n g  a  d i s a b i l i t y ,  g l o b a l
d a t a ,  a s  p e r  U N  W o m e n ,
e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  n e a r l y  1 9 %  o f
a d u l t  w o m e n  a r e  d i s a b l e d .
T h i s  l a r g e  g a p  s u g g e s t s
s i g n i f i c a n t  u n d e r - r e p o r t i n g
a n d  t h a t  m a n y  w o m e n  w i t h
d i s a b i l i t i e s  r e m a i n  i n v i s i b l e
i n  I n d i a ’ s  o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s

 F o r  e v e r y  1 0 0
p e r s o n s  w i t h
d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n
I n d i a ,  r o u g h l y  5 7
a r e  m e n  a n d  4 3
a r e  w o m e n .



Percentage of PwD Population

Rural PwD Population

Urban PwD Population

Rural PwD Population
69%

Urban PwD Population
31%

Census of India 2011

A l t h o u g h  a b o u t  6 9 %  o f
I n d i a ’ s  p e r s o n s  w i t h
d i s a b i l i t i e s  l i v e  i n  r u r a l
a r e a s ,  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  r a t e
i n  r u r a l  ( 2 . 2 4  % )  i s  o n l y
m a r g i n a l l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n
u r b a n  a r e a s  ( 2 . 1 7  % ) .  T h i s
s m a l l  d i f f e r e n c e  d e s p i t e
t h e  m u c h  l a r g e r  r u r a l
d i s a b l e d  p o p u l a t i o n
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  m a n y  r u r a l
p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t y  m a y
b e  u n d e r - c o u n t e d  o r  f a c e
b a r r i e r s  i n  b e i n g
r e c o g n i z e d  i n  o f f i c i a l  d a t a .

R U R A L  V S  U R B A N  D I S A B I L I T Y

D A T A  D I V I D E  I N  C E N S U S

R U R A L  V S  U R B A N  D I S A B I L I T Y
D A T A  D I V I D E  I N  C E N S U S

I n c r e a s e  i n  p r e v a l e n c e
f r o m  2 0 0 1  t o  2 0 1 1

O v e r a l l  I n c r e a s e :  
T h e  n a t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t y  p r e v a l e n c e  r o s e  f r o m  2 . 1 3 %  i n
2 0 0 1  t o  2 . 2 1 %  i n  2 0 1 1 ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a  8 . 5 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r
t h e  d e c a d e .

R u r a l  A r e a s :  
T h e  r u r a l  d i s a b i l i t y  p r e v a l e n c e  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  2 . 2 1 %  i n
2 0 0 1  t o  2 . 2 4 %  i n  2 0 1 1 ,  a  1 . 4 %  r i s e .

U r b a n  A r e a s :  
U r b a n  a r e a s  s a w  a  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e ,  f r o m  1 . 9 3 %
i n  2 0 0 1  t o  2 . 1 7 %  i n  2 0 1 1 ,  m a r k i n g  a  1 2 . 4 %  r i s e .



Census 2011

I n d i a  h a s  m u l t i p l e  d a t a s e t s  o n  d i s a b i l i t y ,  b u t  t h e i r
n u m b e r s  o f t e n  v a r y  d u e  t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n
m e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  c o v e r a g e .

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  D I F F E R E N T

D A T A  S O U R C E S

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  D I F F E R E N T
D A T A  S O U R C E S

Data Source Purpose Who It Covers Frequency

Census

UDID (Unique
Disability ID)

NSSO

Complete population
count

Everyone in the
country

Registers persons with
disabilities for

certificates and benefits

Only those who
register voluntarily

Studies employment,
consumption, and

social factors
Selected households

Every 10 years

Continuous

Varies

 Source Source PwDs
Counted/Estimated

2.68 crore (2.21% of
population)

60 Crores People (15%
of Global Population)

1.17 crore

2.4 crore

Percentage of PwDs

0 2 4 6 8 10

Census 2011

NSSO 76th Round (2018)

WHO (2011)

UDID (2025)

D i s p a r i t y  i n  P r e v a l e n c e  o f
D i s a b i l i t y

WHO Estimate
(Globally, 2011)

UDID
Registration

(2025)

NSSO 76  Round
(2018)

th



P A R T I C I P A T I O N  A N D

A W A R E N E S S

P A R T I C I P A T I O N  A N D
A W A R E N E S S
E v e r y o n e  h a s  a  r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n  e n s u r i n g  C e n s u s
2 0 2 7  c o u n t s  d i s a b i l i t y  a c c u r a t e l y .

F o r  P e r s o n s  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s :

● P r o v i d e  c l e a r  a n d  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
y o u r  d i s a b i l i t y .
● A s k  f o r  s u p p o r t  i f  n e e d e d  -  s i g n  l a n g u a g e
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  m e a s u r e s
w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e .
● Y o u r  d a t a  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  w i l l  n o t  b e  s h a r e d
p u b l i c l y .

F o r  F a m i l i e s :

● S u p p o r t  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  i n  a n s w e r i n g
q u e s t i o n s  h o n e s t l y  a n d  c o m f o r t a b l y .
● H e l p  r e d u c e  s t i g m a  b y  e n c o u r a g i n g  o p e n n e s s
a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
F o r  O r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  D P O s :
● R e p o r t  a n y  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  b a r r i e r s  t o  l o c a l
a u t h o r i t i e s .
● B r i d g e  g a p s  b e t w e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c e n s u s
t e a m s .

F o r  C e n s u s  O f f i c i a l s :

● U s e  i n c l u s i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .
● B e  r e s p e c t f u l ,  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l .



S c a n  t h e  Q R  t o  a c c e s s  W h a t s a p p  C h a t b o t

S c a n  t h e  Q R  t o  v i s i t  C e n s u s  2 0 2 7  a n d  D i s a b i l i t y
a t  I n d i a  D i s a b i l i t y  W a t c h  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  

h t t p s : / / i n d i a . u n . o r g / e n

h t t p s : / / i n d i a . u n f p a . o r g / e n

i n d i a d i s a b i l i t y w a t c h . i n

h t t p s : / / a s t h a i n d i a . i n /

h t t p s : / / w w w . c i v i s . v o t e /

S c a n  t h e  Q R  f o r  “ O n l y  t e x t ”  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  B r o c h u r e

F o r  f u r t h e r  Q u e r i e s ,  r e a c h  o u t  t o :
po l i t i csandd isab i l i t y@gma i l . com
d isab i l i t yhe lp l i ne@as tha ind ia . i n

D e s i g n e d  b y  P r i y a  V e r m a


